October 2020, Goddess Tour: Highlights of North India: Spiritual, Culture, Culinary
Highlights:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Daily morning blessings, yoga, and mindfulness in Rishikesh.
Evening fire ceremonies in Rishikesh, Haridwar, and Varanasi
Visit Vaishita’s Cave on the banks of the Ganges in Rishikesh.
Explore the exotic ruins of the Beatle Ashram in Rishikesh.
Visit the confluence of three rivers in Devprayag that form the Ganges River.
Elephant ride into the palatial Amer Fort in Jaipur.
Visit the ancient Galta Temple and enjoy a panoramic view of Jaipur from the Sun Temple.
Stay right on the banks of the Ganges river, on a private ghat in Rishikesh, and in a palace in Varanasi.
Dates: October 1-12, 2020
Itinerary Overview: 12 Days
Delhi-Rishikesh-Jaipur-Varanasi-Delhi

September 30
Arrive into Delhi late evening.
Transfer to the hotel and rest up.
Hotel: Lalit
October 1
Day 1: Delhi
Morning visit to the Qutab Minar followed by a visit to the market for some shopping. Afternoon flight to Rishikesh.
Evening fire ceremony at Triveni Ghat.
Hotel: Ganga Kinare

October 2
Day 2: Rishikesh
Morning fire puja on the Laxmi Temple, followed by yoga and meditation sessions. After breakfast, visit Vashishta’s
Cave, where the great sage Vashishta spent years meditation. This quiet abode in the hills right on the Ganges is one
of my favourite spots in all of India. After lunch walk through old town Rishikesh to visit the Beatles Ashram spread
over acres of jungle and a tiger sanctuary, these unique crumbling buildings give an insight into another world.
Evening puja at Swarg Ashram with the most magnificent statue of Shiva sitting in the river.
Hotel: Ganga Kinare
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October 3
Day 3: Rishikesh
Morning fire puja, yoga, and meditation session. After breakfast, visit the four-hundred-foot-long iron suspended
bridges – Laxman and Ram Jhula. Enjoy a visit to the famous Trayambakeshwar temple, which is thirteen stories high
and pays homage to hundreds of deities, followed by visits to the Ram temple, and Laxman temple. After lunch, time
for shopping. Drive to Haridwar for the incredible evening ceremonies on the Ganges River.
Hotel: Ganga Kinare

October 4
Day 4: Rishikesh
Morning fire ceremony, meditation, and yoga. After breakfast, visit drive to Devprayag to witness the confluence of
the Alakananda and Bhagirathi rivers, and the underground Saraswathi river, which all knit together to form the
Ganges. Wind along the ancient streets and explore the markets and temples in this holy pilgrimage town.
Evening fire ceremony at Triveni ghat.
Hotel: Ganga Kinare

October 5
Day 5: Rishikesh -Jaipur
Morning at leisure to walk by the river followed by afternoon flight to Jaipur.
Hotel: Samode Haveli
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October 6
Day 6: Jaipur
Morning excursion to Amer Fort. Amer is a fascinating blend of Hindu and Muslim architecture. Built-in the 16th
century in red sandstone and white marble, the palace complex is broken into compartments such as the Jai Mandir,
Sheesh Mahal, Sukh Niwas, Ganesh Pol, and the Temple of Kali. We will also visit a traditional stepwell in the village
of Amer. Afternoon visit to the Wind Palace (Hawa Mahal), City Palace, and Jantar Mantar.
Hotel: Samode Haveli

October 7
Day 7: Jaipur
Morning visit to Galta Temple, an ancient temple complex famous for its seven bathing pools and unique bathing
pool just for monkeys. After lunch, time to explore the old city and markets.
Hotel: Samode Haveli

October 8
Day 8: Jaipur
We will spend some time with elephants. Afternoon at leisure for shopping or spa.
Hotel: Samode Haveli
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October 9
Day 9: Fly from Jaipur -Varanasi
Catch a flight to Varanasi, a city of more than a thousand temples and shrines, sacred to Hindus and Buddhists.
Varanasi is the epi-center of Hinduism and pilgrimage site. The Hindus believe that if you bring your dead to bathe in
the Ganges, they will be liberated from the cycle of birth and death.
Hotel: Brijrama Palace

October 10
Day 10: Varanasi
After breakfast, enjoy the most incredible walking tour of Benares exploring the temples, ghats, and slender
alleyways that wind like a maze through the city. After lunch, leisure time to explore the ghats to enjoy the rich
diversity of life on the river. At dusk, we will float by boat on the Ganges river to witness the evening celebrations
and cremation ghat.
Hotel: Brijrama Palace

October 11
Day 11: Varanasi
Rise early for a sunrise cruise on the Ganges River to observe the morning ablutions along the ghats. After Breakfast,
we’ll drive to Sarnath, one of the most sacred places for Buddhists. This is where Buddha gave his first sermon after
attaining enlightenment. Circumnavigate the massive stupa in Deer Park.
Hotel: Brijrama Palace
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October 12
Day 12: Fly from Varanasi -Delhi
Morning at leisure. Afternoon flight to Delhi and transfer to the international airport for the flight home.
Cost Per Person:
$3649.00 based on double occupancy.
$4799.00 based on single occupancy.
Cost Includes:
• Full-time tour leader, Rohini Grace
• Accommodation in four and five-star hotels (listed in itinerary).
• All Indian Domestic Airport transfers.
• Private Air-Conditioned Car with Driver for transfers and sightseeing as per the itinerary.
• Breakfast daily.
• All Taxes, including Government and Service Tax.
• Local English-speaking guides in each city.
• Sightseeing per the above itinerary.
• Monument / Entry Charges per itinerary.
• Domestic Airfare (Delhi-Rishikesh/Rishikesh-Jaipur/Jaipur- Varanasi/ Varanasi-Delhi).
• Recommended Packing List, Reading List, Shopping, Spa, and Restaurant Guide.
Cost Excludes:
• Personal Expenses such as Laundry, telephone calls, tips, bottled water, Liquor,
• etc.
• Monument Camera Fees.
• Additional sightseeing or use of the vehicle not mentioned in the itinerary.
• Any other costs NOT mentioned under “Includes” header.
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